BOY SCOUT TROOP 68

Boy Scout Troop 63
History

50 years of history - 1960-2010

Kevin Voss, Scoutmaster 2011-Present

This document was originally produced by Kelly Smith, Troop 68 Scoutmaster, 2001-2009 for the Troop’s
50th anniversary celebration in 2008. The document was originally posted on Troop 68’s website
(troop68.net) and was moved to the Troop’s new website (troop68beavercreek.scoutlander.com) by
Kevin Voss, Troop 68 Assistant Scoutmaster, 2009-2011 & Scoutmaster 2011-Present. The Troop history
web pages were consolidated into this document for future generations of T68 Scouts to enjoy. More
will be added to the document as Troop 68 marches forward into the next 100 years of Scouting.
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1960’s

1964

SUMMER CAMP @ MINFORD, OHIO, JULY 1964

Troop 68 had an unforgettable summer camp experience the summer of 1964. The Troop held a
“Troop’s own” summer camp on private property near Portsmouth in southern Ohio owned by the
Dever family. The Dever's lived in Beavercreek and had a son (Lynn) in Troop 68. It was to be a week of
wilderness camping. The troop had gone for the day to nearby Lake Jackson to swim. At the camp site
there was a creek they used for swimming that also contained a good supply of leaches. While we were
spending the day at Lake Jackson a storm came up at our base camp. Lightening apparently hit a tree
near the cooking area. Unfortunately a chain from a trailer was wrapped around the base of the tree.
The trailer contained propane tanks, food and other spare supplies. The propane exploded and spread
fire to one half of the area which included several tents and the headquarters area. Several families in
the area responded with offers of help. Calls were made back to Beavercreek for cars to come and pick
up the Scouts. The troop returned home very late that night. Several of the adult Scouters returned to
Portsmouth the next day to assess the damage and begin the clean-up and insurance processing. — Ben
O’Diam.
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TROOP 68 + BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
Beavercreek Church of the Brethren
2659 Daytan-Xonio Read
KENLA, OHIO
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August 4, 1964
Gentlemens:

Flease consider this a report of our recent
trip to Minford, Ohio for our troop's summer camp
in a wilderness area.

On Sunday, July 26, a2t 1:30 P.M. with loecal
tour permit #25 in hand, nineteen Scouts and two
adult leaders of Troop 68 (Beavercreek) left
Beavercreek Church of the Brethren for a week of
wilderness camping in Minford, Ohio.

we arrived in our area about 6:00 and began
setting up our area and preparing the evening meal.
Honday morning was used for campsite improvement,
first aid review, and map and compass review.
During the afterncon a safe swim was enjoyed and
many Scout regquirements were passed.
Tuesday was used for Pioneering, hiking, swimming,
and merit badge work.

On Wednesday, ouly 29, the troop completed
breakfast, cleaned the campsite, and packed for a
day of boating, fishing, and swimming at Lake Jackson
in Oak Hill, Ohio.

Our troecp returned to the campsite at about
5:30 P.M. and discovered the campsite partially
burned %o the ground. During the day there had been
thunderstorms in the area and apparently lightning
had struck a U-Haul trailer containing all the
groceries and mueh of the Troop's supplies and
equipment. The fire apparently spread to a nearby
three room tent destroying it and all the equipment
of five persons.

1 would estimate the total loss about $1500
to $1800., We have since discovered that part of the
loss is covered by insurance, however destroyed in
the fire were many items that can not be replaced

DO A GOOD TURMN DAILY
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such as the Troop's ribbons and many records.

The area residents immediately pitched in and
prepared supper for the group and helped return the
Scouts and remaining gear to Beavercreek. We
arrived home about midnight.

Our troop committee is to meet this Thursday to

discuas plans for replacing 21l equipment loet in the
fire,

Is there any record of the awards won by the
troop since it began? It is realized that these
can not be replaced, however we would like a record
of them if posseible.

Would you please send 50 merit badge applications
go that we can start reconstructing our records and
reigsue the imcompleted applications destroyed.

At 8 later date we will send an order for all
the badges ete. lost. -

Yours in Scouting,

=
JUK/
Oda_
Ben O'Diam, Scoutmaster

7730 Xenia Pike
Dayton, Chio 45432
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The Scout’s camp site: tents slept two Scouts and the poles
for pitching them were natural materials found in the area.
Photo courtesy of Ben O’Diam

An unidentified Scout finishes lashings for a table made
from trees in the wooded area & lashed together. Believe

it or not they held up and seated about six to eight Scouts
at a time.

Photo courtesy of Ben O’Diam

The standing aluminum frame remains of the burned 3-
room adult leader’s tent caused by lightning strike at
summer camp, 1964. Photo was taken late in the evening.

A very young Tom O’Diam (future T68 Eagle Scout) sits in
chair next to the tent.




1966
1966 Philmont Expedition
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Front Row (sitting, left - right): Bill Job, Doug Kaylor (T42), Scoutmaster Ben O'Diam,
John Rodgers (Philmont Ranger), Dale McNinch, and Tim Newshott.

Second Row (left - right): Wally Landerer, Jim Koelker, Gary Crowell, Bruce Jordan, Bob Kaminski,
Bill Suter, Dave Young, Robin Crowell, and Mick McGraw.




Newspaper article courtesy of Doug Miller




Scenes of Troop 68’s trip to Philmont, June 1968
" r— —la

Scouts Casey Smith and Mark Duncan pose next to the Troop bus, “The Brown Bomber,” before the trip
to Philmont Scout Ranch.

T-68 scouts traveling in style inside the Brown Bomber en-route to Philmont Scout Ranch.




(Left) Another scene inside the bus en-route to Philmont Scout Ranch, NM, 1968

(Right) One of the campsites en-route to Philmont, NM

(Left) Philmont Scout Ranch’s “Tent City” in 1968 This is where the Scouts stay before and after the
backpack trip.

(Right) The Troop all decked out in cowboy hats early in the trek at Philmont Scout Ranch.
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(Left) Scout Mark Duncan wearing his cowboy hat.
(Right) T-68 Scouts backpacking at Philmont Scout Ranch, 1968

All Philmont snap shot photos courtesy of Casey Smith

Aug. i 156¢

Smiles. . .just before the 60-mile hike

Newspaper article courtesy of Doug Miller
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I LMONT SCOUT RANCH
& EXPLORER BASE

NEW MEXICO

Front Row (sitting): Mark Duncan, James Scheply, Robert Kienlen, Jim Green (Senior Patrol Leader),
Duncan Lestina (Philmont Ranger), Casey Smith, and Randy Clark.
Second row - left to right: Mike Zabetakis (T71), Mark Haller, Robin Rabideau (T42), Tony Schock, Steve
Wright,
Ted Fisher, Steve Shoup, Dick Weaver, Steve Horn and Steve Welch.
(Note: The adult advisors for the trip, Roger Smith and Wilbur Shoup were not pictured)
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Newspaper article courtesy of Doug Miller




Miscellaneous pictures c.1968

Scouts sitting inside a visgeen plastic
sheet tent contemplate having
Crawdad for dinner as part of their
survival training camp out.
Apparently little Tom O’Diam wants
to play with dinner beforehand.
Think there will be enough to go
around there, Scouts?

This is a Troop meeting when we had
been meeting outdoors.
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We used the church
kitchen for a party or
court of honor.

Another scene of a T68
meeting out-of-doors

A small group of Scouts
working on fire building

skills, a very important
- Scout skill come winter

_——

(L-R) Scoutmaster Ben
O’Diam, Assistant SM Jim
Fisher, Senior Patrol
Leader Bob Kaminski

Eventually the Troop outgrew the Church facilities and had to start meeting outside in the Church’s
parking lot. The Troop met outdoors for several years, rain or shine, all year round until the Scout Hut
was eventually constructed in 1970.




Newspaper article courtesy of T68 Eagle Scout Doug Miller
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To The Parents of Scouts in Troop & Pick $66
Dear Scout Parent;

The Church of The Srothren of Bsavercreask has domated land behird

SIETI T AT

the church which a SCOUT I10DCE ard Recreation Building is to De erectad.,
Total cost this building will be approximately $5600. The Bullding will
be 32 fest by &4 fest in width and lenglh with & large fireplsce at one end.
Parpose of this flver i3 to requast donations from Scout Parents

to aid in the urgent complstion of ths Lodge as there is no longer adequats
roos in the church to cenduct Scoutl meetings and patrol aotivities.

Mo && oom ~ A oo g » . Ash S “arbd 4 .

Donaticns of $i0.  or more ave oquested and can be made 4n the
form of cash, brosght in by the Scouts, or chocks made out as “Payabls to Boy

Q & -

out Troop & Pack ¥68 Duilding Fum ¥ wobipts will be exchanged for
cash donations.
411 be engraved on & plagque to bo posted in the

Soout Building after completicn. Years from now the Scouts can return to the
building, point to thelr name on the plaque ard bo proud to show that they
Bave an investment in a ploce of perunent real-sstate that served them and all
faturo Soouts in thoe ZOAVercreexl 4rva.

Donations are requested by Dec, 1, 19 Please give tohelp the
Scouts and your Som. Cagh or checks arg A% be given or sent to the Scoutmaster

of Troop #68, ¥r. Ben 0'Dism, J Willowridge Drive, Xenia, Ohio
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Various newsletters from the 1960s
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TO: Scout Parents
Troop 68

FROM: Ben O'Diam, Scoutmaster

A busy time in Scouting is fast approaching. We want all
Scout familiés to be aware of the many planned activities. It is
hoped that all Scouts and their families will participate fully
in the program.

April 23 - Scout Show at the church 1:00 - 5:00. Scouts will be
expected to help set up their patrol equipment on Saturday,
April 22, at 5:30 P.M. 3Some will be asked to camp over-
night to help watch the equipment. They may return home
in the morning to attend church. No meals will be served.
Eat before erriving.

May 1 - Court of Honor. Weather permitting, it will be held out-
of-doors. Scouts are to be present at 7:00, in uniform.
The Court of Honor will begin at 7:30 and will include a
uniform inspection. All parents are urged to sttend.
May 3 - Troop Committee meeting at 7:00
Ma 6, and - Spring Camporee at Spring Valley Wildlife Refuge.
e try to depart, from the church, at 6:00. The camp=
oree will end on Sunday morning and we plan to return to
the church at 10:30.
Needed:
l. Transaportation for equipment and Scouts.
2. At least one Tather per patrol for the week-end.
Will you help?

July 23 - 29 - Summer camp at Camp Birch. Details will follow.

Needed:

l. Fathers to spend a day or two at camp with
the Scouts.

Dates to be announced - Possibly in late June

Summer camp for Scouta who are 13 or older or [Firat Class.
Detalls to be announced.

Some Scouts sre getting behind in their dues. Dues are
20¢ per week whether present or not. The amount your son owes
is &goo « This will pay his dues through /pril 30, the end
of our current Scout year.

1967 Newsletter, Page 1, courtesy of Doug Miller




Troop Statistics

May 1,

fge 11 - 16
12 - 12
13 - 16
iy - 2
15 = 3
6 - 1

Total 50

Tenderfoot - 27
Second Class=-12
First Class - 7

Star - 2
Life - 2
Eagle - 0
Total 50

1966 - April 30, 1967

Last April we registered L1 Scouts. During the year,.30

of our membership had 10 or more days and nights of camping.
This is 73%. Our troop thus qualified for the National
Camping Award. Twelve of our Scouts attended Philmont

Scout Ranch in New Mexico and ten attended summer camp at
Camp Birch.

Eighteen of our Scouts camped between 10 and 20 nights,
while twelve camped between 20 and 30 nights last year.
Eight of our Scouts have yet to camp with their patrol
or troope

Twenty Scouts took a twelve mile cross country hike.

Ten of these hiked an additional 63 miles, on one trip,
to earn the 50 miler award for hiking.

1967 Newsletter, Page 2
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September 1968 T68 Newsletter, courtesy of Doug Miller




