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This document was originally produced by Kelly Smith, Troop 68 Scoutmaster, 2001-2009 for the Troop’s 
50th anniversary celebration in 2008.  The document was originally posted on Troop 68’s website 
(troop68.net) and was moved to the Troop’s new website (troop68beavercreek.scoutlander.com) by 
Kevin Voss, Troop 68 Assistant Scoutmaster, 2009-2011 & Scoutmaster 2011-Present.  The Troop history 
web pages were consolidated into this document for future generations of T68 Scouts to enjoy.  More 
will be added to the document as Troop 68 marches forward into the next 100 years of Scouting. 
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1960’s 
1964 

SUMMER CAMP @ MINFORD, OHIO, JULY 1964 

Troop 68 had an unforgettable summer camp experience the summer of 1964.  The Troop held a 

“Troop’s own” summer camp on private property near Portsmouth in southern Ohio owned by the 

Dever family.  The Dever's lived in Beavercreek and had a son (Lynn) in Troop 68.  It was to be a week of 

wilderness camping.  The troop had gone for the day to nearby Lake Jackson to swim.  At the camp site 

there was a creek they used for swimming that also contained a good supply of leaches.  While we were 

spending the day at Lake Jackson a storm came up at our base camp.  Lightening apparently hit a tree 

near the cooking area. Unfortunately a chain from a trailer was wrapped around the base of the tree.  

The trailer contained propane tanks, food and other spare supplies.  The propane exploded and spread 

fire to one half of the area which included several tents and the headquarters area.  Several families in 

the area responded with offers of help.  Calls were made back to Beavercreek for cars to come and pick 

up the Scouts.  The troop returned home very late that night.  Several of the adult Scouters returned to 

Portsmouth the next day to assess the damage and begin the clean-up and insurance processing. – Ben 

O’Diam. 
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The Scout’s camp site: tents slept two Scouts and the poles 

for pitching them were natural materials found in the area.   

Photo courtesy of Ben O’Diam 

 

 

 

 An unidentified Scout finishes lashings for a table made 

from trees in the wooded area & lashed together.  Believe 

it or not they held up and seated about six to eight Scouts 

at a time.  

Photo courtesy of Ben O’Diam 

 

 

The standing aluminum frame remains of the burned 3-

room adult leader’s tent caused by lightning strike at 

summer camp, 1964.  Photo was taken late in the evening.  

A very young Tom O’Diam (future T68 Eagle Scout) sits in 

chair next to the tent. 
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1966 
1966 Philmont Expedition 

 

Front Row (sitting, left - right): Bill Job, Doug Kaylor (T42), Scoutmaster Ben O'Diam ,  

John Rodgers (Philmont Ranger), Dale McNinch, and Tim Newshott. 

Second Row (left - right): Wally Landerer, Jim Koelker, Gary Crowell, Bruce Jordan, Bob Kaminski,  

Bill Suter, Dave Young, Robin Crowell, and Mick McGraw. 
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1968 

 

Newspaper article courtesy of Doug Miller 

  



 
7 

Scenes of Troop 68’s trip to Philmont, June 1968 

 

Scouts Casey Smith and Mark Duncan pose next to the Troop bus, “The Brown Bomber,” before the trip 

to Philmont Scout Ranch. 

 

T-68 scouts traveling in style inside the Brown Bomber en-route to Philmont Scout Ranch. 
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(Left) Another scene inside the bus en-route to Philmont Scout Ranch, NM, 1968 

(Right) One of the campsites en-route to Philmont, NM 

 

(Left) Philmont Scout Ranch’s “Tent City” in 1968  This is where the Scouts stay before and after the 

backpack trip. 

(Right) The Troop all decked out in cowboy hats early in the trek at Philmont Scout Ranch. 
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(Left) Scout Mark Duncan wearing his cowboy hat. 

(Right) T-68 Scouts backpacking at Philmont Scout Ranch, 1968 

All Philmont snap shot photos courtesy of Casey Smith 

 

Newspaper article courtesy of Doug Miller 
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Front Row (sitting): Mark Duncan, James Scheply, Robert Kienlen, Jim Green (Senior Patrol Leader),  
Duncan Lestina (Philmont Ranger), Casey Smith, and Randy Clark. 

Second row - left to right:  Mike Zabetakis (T71), Mark Haller, Robin Rabideau (T42), Tony Schock, Steve 
Wright,  

Ted Fisher, Steve Shoup, Dick Weaver, Steve Horn and Steve Welch. 
(Note: The adult advisors for the trip, Roger Smith and Wilbur Shoup were not pictured) 
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Newspaper article courtesy of Doug Miller 

. 
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Miscellaneous pictures c.1968 

Scouts sitting inside a visqeen plastic 

sheet tent contemplate having 

Crawdad for dinner as part of their 

survival training camp out.  

Apparently little Tom O’Diam wants 

to play with dinner beforehand.  

Think there will be enough to go 

around there, Scouts? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a Troop meeting when we had 

been meeting outdoors.  
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We used the church 

kitchen for a party or 

court of honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another scene of a T68 

meeting out-of-doors 

A small group of Scouts 

working on fire building 

skills, a very important 

Scout skill come winter 

time! 

(L-R) Scoutmaster Ben 

O’Diam, Assistant SM Jim 

Fisher, Senior Patrol 

Leader Bob Kaminski 

 

 

Eventually the Troop outgrew the Church facilities and had to start meeting outside in the Church’s 

parking lot.  The Troop met outdoors for several years, rain or shine, all year round until the Scout Hut 

was eventually constructed in 1970. 
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1969 

 

Newspaper article courtesy of T68 Eagle Scout Doug Miller 
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Various newsletters from the 1960s 

 
1967 Newsletter, Page 1, courtesy of Doug Miller 
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1967 Newsletter, Page 2 
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September 1968 T68 Newsletter, courtesy of Doug Miller 

 


